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THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstedse118:22

The Chief Cornerston@  What is a cornerstone?

- The main foundation stone which ties the sides of the building together and
supports the roof structure to make the building completed a homogeneous unit.
- Itis often used of a key person in government / business / church / etc.

9 Jesus is the Chief Cornéose.
o Spoken of in prophecy.P{a 118:22) Isa 28:16-17

Therefore thus says the Lor@oD: Behold, | lay in Ziona stone for a
foundation, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation;

o Description of the church that Jesus buiih 2:19-22

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of Gumljing
beenbuilt on the foundation of theapostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself beingthe chief cornestone, in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, grows int@a holy temple in the Lordjn whom you also are
being built together for adwelling place of God in the Spirit.

o The integrity of this stone in the church is esseditihlose who should have
built the church rejected Jesus as the foundatiomt God chose Him as
essential and preciouséChwpétzabi ans ar e

Coming to Himas toa living stone,rejected indeed by men, but chosen by
Godand precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

o The stone which the builders rejed has become the chief cornerstone.

é by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucifiedpm

God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you
whole. This is theé s t whicle was rejected by you builders, which has
become t he c¢ hilNofis teecersavatiorsih ang etheq for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be savedActs 4:10-12; see also Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10-11; Lk 20:17

1 There is only one Chief Cornerst@nhdesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Son of
God. He is precious and essential for our salvation. He is precious and essential as
the one who gave us the New Covenant and sealed it (made it effective) with His
own blood.There is no other Savior. This Savior built only one church. He will
save only ondody of believerd His church. Eph 5:23

For the husbandis head of the wife, as also Christs head of the church;
and He is the Saviorof the body.

9 Peter gives us the most complete picture of this wonderful concept2:4-9
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH ACTS 2

The Beginning of the Church

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to this earth, finished the work God gave Hi
to do and ascended to the Father in heaven. He left behind disciples and believers
tell the world of the sahation He completed when He arose from the grave. The end o
His life brought abouthe beginning of the church

The apostles werencertainas to their purpose and direction, now that Jesus was
raised from the dead. Then Jesus said to them:

Tarry in the city of Jerusalem until yoare endued
with power from on high. Lk 24:49

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earthacts 1:8

It was an exciting time for them. They knew the Savior was risen from the deac
And they saw Him ascend into the heavens, also receiving from an angel that
would one day return in the same way. The disciples, who were especially close
Jesuswere a small group, only 120 in number. But they were about to embark on th
most amazing series of events in the history of mankind.

All of Jerusalem was assembled; and it was a special holyR#atecostJews
from every nation under heavdrad traveled great distances to be present for this
important occasion. At least fourteen different nations and languages were represen
among the peopldhen it happened:

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, andit filled the whole house where they were sittingg Then there
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of
them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave thartierance. Acts 2:2-4

Whatever messagéhe apostles wergiving to the multitude seemed to be over
lookedbecause theiattentionwascentered on the fact that they all heard the apostles
speakingn their own languages! How couitlbe that uneducated men could know a
language they had never studied? Some suggested they might be drunk with wir
There was great confusion in the crowd.

The Apostle Peter stood up with the other apostles, quieted the crowd and to
them that they wer not drunk, for it was only 9:00 in the morning. He told them this
was actually a fulfilment of prophecy amguoted words fronthe Old Testament
prophet Joel.He began to preach the message of salv@tibnvas a message about
Jesus Christ.



En 10802 The Beginning of the Church  Sermons  Jeff McCrary 2011  www.thewayoflife.training 33-1
Everyone present on that day knew that Jesus had been taken by lawless hands and

crucified. Peter said it was actually God who deliveredislés be put to death and it

was His will all along that this take place. Everyone present also knew that God had
been witness to Jesus as the Son of God, through miracles and great works that Jesus
did. Then, after Jesus was dead and buried in a tombywhoglssed to Him again by

raising Him from the dead! Finally, Peter quoted from King David of Israel. David
spoke by inspiration that his descendant would not remain in the graveyURIAS
KNGover Godds peopl e. Peter said Jesusé
of that passage. He added that the apost

Peter sai d that this same Jesus was r
authority overall things, even over the Holy Spirit that was poured out that day! The
crowd was stunned. They knew they had put to death the Son of God! All they could

say was, fABrethren, what shall we do?0
38 Repent, and let every ond gou be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar
off, as many as the Lord our God will call Acts 2:38-39

Three thousand people became followers of Jesus that day! Peter continued to
encourage them to

€ be saved from this perverse generationcts 2:40
Then those who gladly received his word were baptizedts 2:41
And the Lord added to the churctiaily those who were being savedicts 2:47

The church of the New Testament came into being on the first day of Pentecost after
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, about 33.5 years after He was born.

Review and Thought
From Acts 12

1. Did JesusO apostles need help in the
2. From where would they receive hefyen?

3. How did Jesus go away into heaven and how is He coming back?

4. When the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles what did the crowd Beaf?

5. Peter said this was the fulfillment of what?

6. JesusdO death by crucifixion was accor

7. What did Peter tell the people to do about this greatldm®? many obegd?



8. With many other words Peter exhorted them to save themselves from what?
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH ACTS

The Church isthe Saved, the Family of God

When a person obeys the teachings of God from the New Testament he is added to
church, the gathering of GodieclledaChrstare .
(Acts11:26), and becomes a member of Goddés f amil

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being sawed2:47

The church is where God places those who are saved from their sins. When they arise
of the waters of baptism, they begin their life in ChiRsin 6:4). Their faith, repetance and
confession of Christ prepared them to start their journey to heaven. That journey will take ple
in the church. The rest of their lives will be spent worshipping God and serving others. That
in turn, preparation for heaven when this lifevsr.

God wanted to provide an environment that would help His children learn and grow whi
remaining saved and apart from sin. The church was not an afterthought of God, but desig
especially for Godobés eternal purpose an

é to the intent that nowhe manifold wisdom of God might be made knolan
the church to the principalitiesnd powers in the heavenly placescording to
the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Loggph 3:10-11

Christ is head of the church; and He the Savior of the body Eph 5:23

In the wisdom of God we can see that people need people. It is especially true tl
Christians need Christians. So God determined to form alghaugathering of His children,
and through Scripture He gave His childrerkato do that would mold their attitude and spirit
to be like His only Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus came to earth not only to pay the ransom price
the sins of all men, He also came to set an example for us, that we through suffering «
sacrifice might benade perfect as well.

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow His steps: 0 Wr
mout ho,; who, when He wmawhenHesufferedéleldd di d
not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteouskho Himself bore
our sins in His own body on the tree, that vilaving died to sins, might live for
righteousnes8 by whose stripes you were healedpet 2:21-24

When a local church is filled with Christians seeking to be like Christ, the idea
environment is created in which babes in Christ can grow and develop. Older, more matt
brethren exercise patience with ¢t e Yy
admonish, gently and with understanding. Repeated needs for forgiveness are granted bec
those wronged are fully aware of their own sins and constant need for forgiveness
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God is our Heavenly Father, from whom we receive authority and permission for
everything. We can act #Ain His nameo 1 f we

And whatever you do in word aleed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Himcol 3:17

Jesus is our betrothed, the one we are preparing ourselves to marry and spend an eternity
with in heaven. He is our Head and directs us through the N&anTent, which is called His
mind. Col 1:18; 1 Cor 2:11-16

The Holy Spirit 1s also a part of our h
through the Bible and communicating our prayers to Gath 8:26-27

God desires that all men become a ittis family. Through the blood of Jesus, He has
provided a way that all men could be adopted into this family, grafted onto the:atirze10;
Rom 8:14-17; Rom 11:16-24 As His children, we honor God by following His will through the
Bible, setting a good example for others to see and by leading souls to God through teaching
His will to others. In a world where families are fractured by sin, Jesus trulgiailite peee,
forgiveness and harmony through this heavenly family.

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we should be called children of GodTherefore the world does
not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are
children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we knowthat when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Hm a#de is. 1Jn3:1-2

Review and Thought
From Acts 12

1. At what point is a person adopted into the family of &od

2. Who adds the saved to the Chitch

3. Who is the Head of the Church and directs all actions, words and theughts
4

. What great advantage does the Church give those who are trying to mold their
minds to be like Jes@s

5. What continual needs do? membhelrr)s of God?o
6. God is our heavenly ; Jesus is our ; and the Holy
spirit Gododés will to wus

7. TorF God wants ALL men to come into this heavenly family and be saved.
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH EPHESIANS 1:3-14

All Spiritual Blessings Are In Christ
God blesses His children in many ways. We enjoy the blessing of his lovamnd
in this world:

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to yow 6:33

However, there are further blessings that disciples enjoy because of the spec
relationship we have with God through JesussthiNotice:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessingn the heavenly places in ChristEph 1:3

Believers receive rich blessings from God. Paul says these blessings incluc
"every spiritual blessingf' not just a few, but every single one. God does not withhold
any spiritual blessing from His children, but givesallsof them.

Paul also describesdlsphere of these blessings. First, these blessingsaiee"
heavenly place% These blessings aspiritual in nature, not physical blessings like
food, shelter, clothing, etc.

Secondly, Paul says these blessing @ameChrist" a phrase used more thab
times in the book of Ephesians! But what does it mean toirbeChrist'? The
teachings of Jesus and the writings of Paul explain this idea.

Therefore, if anyone ign_Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things havedm®me new. 2 Cor 5:17

Just as we all were new creatures on the day of our physical birth, those of us wi|
have been rborn have becomeew creatures in Christ How does this rirth
happen? Jesus talked about this very thing to Nicodemus:

Jesus answerednd said to him (Nicodemus), "Most assuredly, | say to you,
unless one idorn again he cannot see the kingdom of God.Jn 3:3

So to be a new creature in Christ, we must be born again. Jesus further explal
how this happens:

Jesus answered (Nicodemagain), "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one
is born of waterand the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of Gbd.in 3:5

Jesus connects being born again with being born of water. His explanation mak
it clear that Jesus is talking about a sedoinith i the rebirth to makea new creature.
Paul connects this birth by water with becoming a new creature:

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so welao should walk innewnessf life. Rom 6:4




En 10805 All Spiritual Blessings Are In Christ  Sermons  Bo Couchman 2011  www.thewayoflife.training 35-1
Those who have died with Jesus in baptism (water), are also raised to a dew life

just as Paul said in 2 Corinthiaral things have become neWwinally, Paul connects
the obedience of baptism with being "in Christ":

For as many of you as were baptizgdo Christ have put on Christ. Gal 3:27

The way one gains access to the spiritual blessings that are "in Christ" is by
joining Jesus in His deatthrough baptism (being born again)and putting on
Christ. Once we are "in Christ” we have access to all these blessings. And what are
these blessin@sNote Paul's description to the Ephesians in our original passage:

DANe are right with GodHe chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should béoly and without blaméefore Him in love. v 4

DANe areadopted as children @od: Having predestined us tadoption as
sonshby Jesus Christ to Himsgé  vs5

DANe have redemption from our sink Him we haveredemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sigs v7

DANe areprivy to the mystery of God's will[Having made knowno us the
mystery of Hiswil] € whi ch He pur pwsed i n Hi msel

DANe have a heavenly inheritancén Him also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestined acceoemding to

DANe aresealed by the Holy Spirit and guaraedeour inheritancdn Him you
also trusted, after you hedaavig t he wor
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promis#&ich is the
guarantee of owisi14i nheritanceé

Review and Thought

1. Whois the source of all our spiritual blessings?

2. What are the two (2) things Paul says about the sphere of spiritual blessings
3. What does it mean that spiritual blessings are "in the heavekggita

4. Where do we access the spiritual blessings?

5. Can a person be "in Christ" simply by being born?

6. What passages teach us thaeeond ew birth is required to be "in Christ"?

7. How can a person be born a second time

8. What spiritual blessirggdo we enjoy "in Christ"?
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ELDERS

Introduction - The purpose of this study is to examine some of the principles of
the Bible which pertain to elders: their authority, responsibility, and function.

AUTHORITY OF ELDERS 1
Elders have no authority to make laws for God. Their authority is to oversee the loci

church in which they serve as ubdylidoa s ¢
RESPONSIBILITY OF ELDERST
With respect to the church in which they serve as elders: (1) they lead (examples)

2)t hey feed (teach, (3attkyveatch far false teaehsh u k e , é
(4) they watch for spiritual needs of saints(5) watch for physicaheed of saints
(6) they plan and oversee the work (7) they oversee use afoney(L o r)d 6 s

FUNCTION OF ELDERS'T

We see many examples of the work of elders in the Old and New Testament
These show us the principles of what cansgs the function of elders. A list is given
at the end of this lesson.

ELDERS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 1

ISRAEL - Israel was first a FAMILY , then a PEOPLE , then a NATION .
While in Egypt, they came to have elders. Ex 3:16,18; 4:29; 12:21

GodgaveHis law for Israel through the man whom He chose for that purfose
MosesHewasa prophet, a | awgiver, the medi
people Israel.

When there was something to flar the peoplethe elders were a part of the
action. ex 3:18 When thee was something to day the peoplethe elders were a part
of the action.Ex 3:18

There were eldersf Israelaccording to the Law of Mosebeut 22:15-21  After
Saul became the first king of Israel, there were elders at Jabesh, @iteathade a
decision regarding the proper response to the challenge of an enemy which wol
affect the reputation of the nation of Israel. The people obeyseth 11:3 The elders
of Israelmade judgments according to the LaiWoses andhenled inthe execution
of thar judgment. Deut 22:15-21; 25:1-10 Deut 27:1-8,

Now Moses, with the el ders of | sr ae
1 Notthe commandment of a new Idelders did not make laws for God).
1 Theelders commanded the peoplekeep all the commandmentsf God

This implies the authoritythe nature of the authority and responsibility of elddrse
written Law was given by Moses, who put it into the hands of the priests and th
elders whom hestructed to read the law to all the people every 7 yaatse feast of
tabernaclesKeep the written law safe; use it to teach the peoplenaie righteous
judgments(administration).Deut 31:9,24-29
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As Joshuaneareddeath, he called for the peord their elderso assembleJosh
23:2; 24:1 Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders
who outlived Joshuayho had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for
Israel. This shows their leadership rol&osh 24:31; Jud 2:7

The elders wergudgesgwitnesses to the proper keeping of the Llabvwutmarriage
of a brother (near kin) to his dead brofisewidow. Ruth 4:1-12 The elders mde a
covenant with King Davidfor the peoplejhatDavid should rule over then2.sam 5:3

x ISRAEL - In function:

1 There were lders for each city.

1 There were lelers for all Israel.

1 Moses gave the Law to thpeople. When it came time to do what was
commanded, Moses called for the elders to lead the people inidolxg2:21

1 Elders had authority/responsibility to teach the law to the people, to lead them in
keeping the law and to judge them accordmthe law. Deut 31:9-11

9 These principles apply to elders in th

ELDERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 1

In the beginning of HE CHURCH, the apostles had leadership responsibilities. After

a short timeelderswere appointedndbecame the leadens the churchat Jerusalem

[The authority of an apostle was to the chuudiversal and was needed during the

period of building the chur¢hEach local church was independent of every other local

churchin function and fellowship

1 PHYSICAL - care forneedy saint® sent it t OActstite®30 el der s é
Apostles then elders wereespondile for material thingdor the church at
JerusalemActs 4:32-37; 6:1-6; 11:27-30.

1 SPIRITUAL - A spiritual question arose about the acceptance of Gentiles into the
church: Is it necessary for Gentiles to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses?
The elders were involved in the discussion and decision. The Holy Spirit guided the
letter sent tawhurches to settle this matter forevetts 15:1-29
A short time after people heard and obeyed the gospel in other phtes, were

appointed in every city Acts 14:23 Paulspoke tothe elders of the church at Ephesus

0 he stated areas of authorégd responsibility Acts 20:17-38

x  QUALIFICATIONS OF MEN TO SERVE - 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-16

x THE WORK OF ELDERS

(1) Shepherd (oversee) the flock which is among therat 5:2; Acts 20:28

(2) Steward of Godritus 1:7 (3) Teach the churcheph 4:11-16; Heb 13:7

(4) Lead, ruleHeb 13:7,17 (5) Be examplesl Pet 5:3; Heb 13:7

(6) Stopmouths of subverterstitus 1:9-11  (7) Be hospitable.1 Tim 3:2

(8) Rule well his own house1 Tim 3:4-5 (9) A good testimony of otherslL Tim 3:7
(10) Watch for false teacherscts 20:28-31  (11) Watch for souls of saintsdeb 13:17
(12) Encouragement to saintsits 20:35 (13) Oversee care for needy saimas 20:35
(14) Oversedheu s e of t he Ausar2d3d® s money.

ELDERS ARE NEEDED




