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THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE  
 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  Psa 118:22 
 

The Chief Cornerstone ð     What is a cornerstone? 

- The main foundation stone which ties the sides of the building together and 
supports the roof structure  to make the building completeða homogeneous unit. 

- It is often used of a key person in government / business / church / etc. 
 

¶ Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone. 

o Spoken of in prophecy.  (Psa 118:22)     Isa 28:16-17 
 

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:  Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a 

foundation, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; 

o Description of the church that Jesus built.  Eph 2:19-22 
 

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
 
having 

been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 

Himself being the chief cornerstone, 
 
in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 
 
in whom you also are 

being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 

o The integrity of this stone in the church is essentialðthose who should have 

built the church rejected Jesus as the foundationðbut God chose Him as 

essential and preciouséChristians are a part of the building.  1 Pet 2:4-9 
 

 
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by 

God and precious, 
 
you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 
 

o The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

éby the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you 

whole. 
 
This is the óstone which was rejected by you builders, which has 

become the chief cornerstone.ô  Nor is there salvation in any other, for 

there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved.  Acts 4:10-12;  see also Mt 21:42;  Mk 12:10-11;  Lk 20:17 
 

¶ There is only one Chief CornerstoneðJesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Son of 

God. He is precious and essential for our salvation. He is precious and essential as 

the one who gave us the New Covenant and sealed it (made it effective) with His 

own blood. There is no other Savior. This Savior built only one church. He will 

save only one body of believersðHis church.  Eph 5:23  
  

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; 

and He is the Savior of the body. 
 

¶ Peter gives us the most complete picture of this wonderful concept.  1 Pet 2:4-9 
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH        ACTS 2 

The Beginning of the Church 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to this earth, finished the work God gave Him 

to do and ascended to the Father in heaven. He left behind disciples and believers to 

tell the world of the salvation He completed when He arose from the grave. The end of 

His life brought about the beginning of the church. 

 The apostles were uncertain, as to their purpose and direction, now that Jesus was 

raised from the dead. Then Jesus said to them:    

Tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 

with power from on high.   Lk 24:49 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.   Acts 1:8 

It was an exciting time for them. They knew the Savior was risen from the dead. 

And they saw Him ascend into the heavens, also receiving from an angel that He 

would one day return in the same way. The disciples, who were especially close to 

Jesus, were a small group, only 120 in number. But they were about to embark on the 

most amazing series of events in the history of mankind.  

All of Jerusalem was assembled; and it was a special holy day, Pentecost. Jews 

from every nation under heaven had traveled great distances to be present for this 

important occasion. At least fourteen different nations and languages were represented 

among the people. Then it happened: 

2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 

wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.   3 Then there 

appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 

them.   4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.   Acts 2:2-4 

Whatever messages the apostles were giving to the multitude seemed to be over-

looked because their attention was centered on the fact that they all heard the apostles 

speaking in their own languages! How could it be that uneducated men could know a 

language they had never studied? Some suggested they might be drunk with wine. 

There was great confusion in the crowd. 

The Apostle Peter stood up with the other apostles, quieted the crowd and told 

them that they were not drunk, for it was only 9:00 in the morning. He told them this 

was actually a fulfillment of prophecy and quoted words from the Old Testament 

prophet Joel.  He began to preach the message of salvationðit was a message about 

Jesus Christ. 
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Everyone present on that day knew that Jesus had been taken by lawless hands and 

crucified. Peter said it was actually God who delivered Jesus to be put to death and it 

was His will all along that this take place. Everyone present also knew that God had 

been witness to Jesus as the Son of God, through miracles and great works that Jesus 

did. Then, after Jesus was dead and buried in a tomb, God witnessed to Him again by 

raising Him from the dead! Finally, Peter quoted from King David of Israel. David 

spoke by inspiration that his descendant would not remain in the grave, but RULE AS 

KING  over Godôs people. Peter said Jesusô death and resurrection was the fulfillment 

of that passage. He added that the apostles were witnesses of Jesusô resurrection. 

Peter said that this same Jesus was raised to Godôs right hand and was given 

authority over all things, even over the Holy Spirit that was poured out that day! The 

crowd was stunned. They knew they had put to death the Son of God! All they could 

say was, ñBrethren, what shall we do?ò  Peter answered their question, 

38  Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ  

for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

39  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar  

off, as many as the Lord our God will call.   Acts 2:38-39 

Three thousand people became followers of Jesus that day! Peter continued to 

encourage them to  

ébe saved from this perverse generation.   Acts 2:40 

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized.   Acts 2:41 

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.   Acts 2:47 

The church of the New Testament came into being on the first day of Pentecost after  

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, about 33.5 years after He was born. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Review and Thought  

From Acts 1-2  

1. Did Jesusô apostles need help in the tasks God would be giving them?  

2. From where would they receive help (power)? 

3. How did Jesus go away into heaven and how is He coming back? 

4. When the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles what did the crowd hear?  See? 

5. Peter said this was the fulfillment of what? 

6. Jesusô death by crucifixion was according to what? 

7. What did Peter tell the people to do about this great sin?  How many obeyed? 



8. With many other words Peter exhorted them to save themselves from what? 
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH      ACTS 

The Church is the Saved, the Family of God 

When a person obeys the teachings of God from the New Testament he is added to the 

church, the gathering of Godôs people. He takes on the name of Christ, is called a Christian 

(Acts 11:26),  and becomes a member of Godôs family.  

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.   Acts 2:47 

The church is where God places those who are saved from their sins. When they arise out 

of the waters of baptism, they begin their life in Christ (Rom 6:4). Their faith, repentance and 

confession of Christ prepared them to start their journey to heaven. That journey will take place 

in the church. The rest of their lives will be spent worshipping God and serving others. That is, 

in turn, preparation for heaven when this life is over. 

God wanted to provide an environment that would help His children learn and grow while 

remaining saved and apart from sin. The church was not an afterthought of God, but designed 

especially for Godôs eternal purpose and plan: 

éto the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by 

 the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to 

the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.    Eph 3:10-11 

Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.   Eph 5:23 

In the wisdom of God we can see that people need people. It is especially true that 

Christians need Christians. So God determined to form a church, a gathering of His children, 

and through Scripture He gave His children work to do that would mold their attitude and spirit 

to be like His only Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus came to earth not only to pay the ransom price for 

the sins of all men, He also came to set an example for us, that we through suffering and 

sacrifice might be made perfect as well. 

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that you should follow His steps:  óWho committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His 

mouthô;  who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did 

not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;  who Himself bore 

our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousnessðby whose stripes you were healed.   1 Pet 2:21-24 

When a local church is filled with Christians seeking to be like Christ, the ideal 

environment is created in which babes in Christ can grow and develop. Older, more mature 

brethren exercise patience with the young Christianôs ñchildishò ways and advise, even 

admonish, gently and with understanding. Repeated needs for forgiveness are granted because 

those wronged are fully aware of their own sins and constant need for forgiveness.  1 Jn 1:7 
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God is our Heavenly Father, from whom we receive authority and permission for 

everything. We can act ñin His nameò if we can show from Scripture the truth. 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through Him.   Col 3:17 

Jesus is our betrothed, the one we are preparing ourselves to marry and spend an eternity 

with in heaven. He is our Head and directs us through the New Testament, which is called His 

mind.  Col 1:18;  1 Cor 2:11-16 

The Holy Spirit is also a part of our heavenly family, communicating Godôs will to us 

through the Bible and communicating our prayers to God.   Rom 8:26-27 

 God desires that all men become a part of this family. Through the blood of Jesus, He has 

provided a way that all men could be adopted into this family, grafted onto the vine.  Heb 2:10;  

Rom 8:14-17;  Rom 11:16-24   As His children, we honor God by following His will through the 

Bible, setting a good example for others to see and by leading souls to God through teaching 

His will to others. In a world where families are fractured by sin, Jesus truly invites all to peace, 

forgiveness and harmony through this heavenly family. 

       Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we should be called children of God!   Therefore the world does 

not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are 

children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 

but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we 

shall see Him as He is.   1 Jn 3:1-2 
_____________________________________________________________________
___ 

Review and Thought  

From Acts 1-2  

1.  At what point is a person adopted into the family of God?  

2.  Who adds the saved to the Church? 

3.  Who is the Head of the Church and directs all actions, words and thoughts? 

4.  What great advantage does the Church give those who are trying to mold their 

minds to be like Jesus? 

5.  What continual needs do members of Godôs family have?     (see 1 John 1:7) 

6.  God is our heavenly ___________; Jesus is our _____________; and the Holy 

 Spirit ______________ Godôs will to us and our prayers to God. 

7.  T or F       God wants ALL men to come into this heavenly family and be saved. 
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LESSONS ON THE CHURCH              EPHESIANS 1:3-14 

 

All Spiritual Blessings Are In Christ 
 

God blesses His children in many ways. We enjoy the blessing of his love and care 

in this world: 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added to you.   Mt 6:33 

However, there are further blessings that disciples enjoy because of the special 

relationship we have with God through Jesus Christ. Notice: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.   Eph 1:3 

Believers receive rich blessings from God. Paul says these blessings include 

"every spiritual blessing" ï not just a few, but every single one. God does not withhold 

any spiritual blessing from His children, but gives us all of them. 

Paul also describes the sphere of these blessings. First, these blessings are "in the 

heavenly places." These blessings are spiritual  in nature, not physical blessings like 

food, shelter, clothing, etc. 

Secondly, Paul says these blessing are "in Christ," a phrase used more than 25 

times in the book of Ephesians! But what does it mean to be "in Christ"? The 

teachings of Jesus and the writings of Paul explain this idea. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things have become new.   2 Cor 5:17 

Just as we all were new creatures on the day of our physical birth, those of us who 

have been re-born have become new creatures in Christ. How does this re-birth 

happen? Jesus talked about this very thing to Nicodemus: 

Jesus answered and said to him (Nicodemus), "Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."   Jn 3:3 

 So to be a new creature in Christ, we must be born again. Jesus further explains 

how this happens: 

Jesus answered (Nicodemus again), "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 

is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God."    Jn 3:5 

Jesus connects being born again with being born of water. His explanation makes 

it clear that Jesus is talking about a second birth ï the re-birth to make a new creature. 

Paul connects this birth by water with becoming a new creature: 

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.   Rom 6:4 
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Those who have died with Jesus in baptism (water), are also raised to a new lifeð 

just as Paul said in 2 Corinthians: all things have become new. Finally, Paul connects 

the obedience of baptism with being "in Christ": 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.   Gal 3:27 

The way one gains access to the spiritual blessings that are "in Christ" is by 

joining Jesus in His death through baptism (being born again), and putting on 

Christ. Once we are "in Christ" we have access to all these blessings. And what are 

these blessings? Note Paul's description to the Ephesians in our original passage: 

ǅ  We are right with God: He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.   v 4 

ǅ  We are adopted as children of God:  Having predestined us to adoption as 

sons by Jesus Christ to Himselfé   v 5 

ǅ  We have redemption from our sins:  In Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of sinsé   v 7 

ǅ  We are privy to the mystery of God's will:  Having made known to us the 

mystery of His will,é which He purposed in Himselfé   v 9 

ǅ  We have a heavenly inheritance:  In Him also we have obtained an 

inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Himé   v 11 

ǅ  We are sealed by the Holy Spirit and guaranteed our inheritance: In Him you 

also trusted, after you heard the word of truth,é in whom also, having 

believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the 

guarantee of our inheritanceé   vv 13-14 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Review and Thought 

1. Who is the source of all our spiritual blessings? 

2. What are the two (2) things Paul says about the sphere of spiritual blessings? 

3. What does it mean that spiritual blessings are "in the heavenly places"? 

4. Where do we access the spiritual blessings? 

5. Can a person be "in Christ" simply by being born? 

6. What passages teach us that a second new birth is required to be "in Christ"? 

7. How can a person be born a second time? 

8. What spiritual blessings do we enjoy "in Christ"? 
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ELDERS 

Introduction -   The purpose of this study is to examine some of the principles of 
the Bible which pertain to elders:  their authority, responsibility, and function. 

AUTHORITY OF ELDERS ï 

Elders have no authority to make laws for God. Their authority is to oversee the local 

church in which they serve as elders and lead it to obey Godôs word faithfully/in love. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF ELDERS ï 

With respect to the church in which they serve as elders:        (1)  they lead (examples) 

(2)  they feed (teach, admonish, rebuke,é) (3)  they watch for false teachers 

(4)  they watch for spiritual needs of saints (5)  watch for physical needs of saints 

(6)  they plan and oversee the work   (7)  they oversee use of money (Lordôs)  

FUNCTION  OF ELDERS ï 

We see many examples of the work of elders in the Old and New Testaments. 

These show us the principles of what constitutes the function of elders. A list is given 

at the end of this lesson.  

ELDERS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  ï 

ISRAEL -   Israel was first a FAMILY , then a PEOPLE , then a NATION . 

While in Egypt, they came to have elders.  Ex 3:16,18;  4:29;  12:21    

God gave His law for Israel through the man whom He chose for that purpose ð

Moses. He was a prophet, a lawgiver, the mediator of the law, and the leader of Godôs 

people Israel.  

When there was something to do for the people, the elders were a part of the 

action.  Ex 3:18   When there was something to do by the people, the elders were a part 

of the action.  Ex 3:18 

There were elders of Israel according to the Law of Moses. Deut 22:15-21  After 

Saul became the first king of Israel, there were elders at Jabesh Gilead, who made a 

decision regarding the proper response to the challenge of an enemy which would 

affect the reputation of the nation of Israel.  The people obeyed. 1 Sam 11:3   The elders 

of Israel made judgments according to the Law of Moses and then led in the execution 

of their judgment.  Deut 22:15-21;  25:1-10                                             Deut 27:1-8, 

Now Moses, with the elders of Israel, commanded the people, sayingé 

¶   Not the commandment of a new law (elders did not make laws for God). 

¶   The elders commanded the people to keep all the commandments...of God. 

This implies the authority, the nature of the authority and responsibility of elders.  The 

written Law was given by Moses, who put it into the hands of the priests and the 

elders whom he instructed to read the law to all the people every 7 years at the feast of 

tabernacles. Keep the written law safe; use it to teach the people and make righteous 

judgments (administration).  Deut 31:9,24-29 
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As Joshua neared death, he called for the people and their elders to assemble.  Josh 

23:2;  24:1    Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 

who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for 

Israel. This shows their leadership role.   Josh 24:31;  Jud 2:7 

The elders were judges/witnesses to the proper keeping of the Law about marriage 

of a brother (near kin) to his dead brotherôs widow. Ruth 4:1-12  The elders made a 

covenant with King David (for the people) that David should rule over them. 2 Sam 5:3 

×   ISRAEL -   In function:   

¶  There were elders for each city. 

¶  There were elders for all Israel. 

¶ Moses gave the Law to the people. When it came time to do what was 

commanded, Moses called for the elders to lead the people in doing it.  Ex 12:21    

¶  Elders had authority/responsibility to teach the law to the people, to lead them in  

keeping the law and to judge them according to the law.  Deut 31:9-11 

¶  These principles apply to elders in the Lordôs church today. 

ELDERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ï 

In the beginning of THE CHURCH , the apostles had leadership responsibilities. After 

a short time, elders were appointed and became the leaders in the church at Jerusalem. 

[The authority of an apostle was to the church universal, and was needed during the 

period of building the church]. Each local church was independent of every other local 

church in function and fellowship.  

¶ PHYSICAL  -           care for needy saints:  ésent it to the eldersé Acts 11:27-30 

Apostles, then elders were  responsible for material things for the church at 

Jerusalem.  Acts 4:32-37; 6:1-6; 11:27-30. 

¶ SPIRITUAL  -       A spiritual question arose about the acceptance of Gentiles into the 

church:  Is it necessary for Gentiles to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses? 

The elders were involved in the discussion and decision. The Holy Spirit guided the 

letter sent to churches to settle this matter forever.  Acts 15:1-29 

A short time after people heard and obeyed the gospel in other places, elders were 

appointed in every city.  Acts 14:23   Paul spoke to the elders of the church at Ephesus 

ðhe stated areas of authority and responsibility.  Acts 20:17-38 

× QUALIFICATIONS OF MEN TO SERVE -   1 Tim 3:1-7;  Titus 1:5-16 

× THE WORK OF ELDERS 

(1) Shepherd (oversee) the flock which is among them. 1 Pet 5:2;  Acts 20:28 

(2) Steward of God. Titus 1:7     (3)  Teach the church.  Eph 4:11-16;  Heb 13:7 

(4) Lead, rule. Heb 13:7,17     (5)  Be examples. 1 Pet 5:3;  Heb 13:7 

(6)  Stop mouths of subverters.  Titus 1:9-11     (7)  Be hospitable.  1 Tim 3:2 

(8)  Rule well his own house.  1 Tim 3:4-5     (9)  A good testimony of others.  1 Tim 3:7     

(10)  Watch for false teachers.  Acts 20:28-31     (11)  Watch for souls of saints.  Heb 13:17    

(12)  Encouragement to saints. Acts 20:35     (13)  Oversee care for needy saints. Acts 20:35 

(14)  Oversee the use of the Lordôs money.  Acts 11:27-30  

ELDERS ARE NEEDED  


